
 

As we come to the end of another amazing year at 
The Star, I think it’s really important for us to take 
some time both individually and collectively to look at 
what the Lord has done this year! God has truly 
been gracious to Bethlehem Star, allowing us to 
grow and serve our community in many capacities. 
Whether we look at serving 82 families at 
Thanksgiving or meeting the needs of the whole 
person during Praise Beyond the Walls, the epic 
outreach event empowering our community, and 
everything in between - God has been good to us!

Reflection, according to Dictionary.com is a fixing of 
the thoughts on something; careful consideration. 
Reflection offers us both the best opportunity for 
celebration as well as growth. When we reflect on 
the many blessings and accomplishments the Lord 
has allowed us to experience, we position ourselves 
to celebrate or praise the Lord! When we really 
consider how God has blessed us, we should be 
reminded of His awesome power, amazing grace 
and tender mercy! Yes God is good and He is worthy 
to be praised! Our consideration should also give us 
an opportunity to identify areas where we need to 
grow. While many use failures as reasons to quit or 
be apathetic, believers should take every failure as a 
lesson to prepare them for their inevitable impending 
success. Because we know there is no failure in 
God, we know success is to be expected. Therefore, 
we as believers can live in hope or in the expectation 
of God moving in our behalf!

The Star News 
DECEMBER 2018

2704 NE 24th Street 
OKC, OK 73111
(405) 424-2410

www.bsbcokc.org page 1

BSBC Mission: Equipping the body of Christ through Evangelism, Discipleship and Christian Service, meeting the needs
of the whole person

Additionally, failure to reflect can be very costly to 
believers. I am convinced that most believers 
simply live in the moment. What I mean by “we live 
in the moment” is, we seem to forget all God has 
already done for us while our present moment 
seems to get all of our attention. At the risk of 
sounding absolute with this theory, let’s dig a little 
deeper. Many times a believer’s present problem 
can easily overshadow their previously experienced 
deliverance. On the other hand, a present blessing 
or a blessed set of circumstances can cause 
believers to forget they used to be in very similar 
circumstances they currently criticize others for 
falling victim to. You see, our attention is easily 
drawn to our present “reality”. 

So let me encourage you to reflect on how good 
God has been to you. Let me encourage you to 
praise God for His mighty acts in your life. Let me 
encourage you to remember God has more in 
store for you! Let me encourage you to learn from 
your failures, grow from your mistakes and 
consider ways to get better! Please know that God 
has an intentional, purposeful and customized 
plan for your life!

REFLECTION
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Finally, as we move into the next phase of our 
ministry here at BSBC, we must acknowledge 
God is increasing His demand on us. We can 
see God is expanding the impact of our 
ministry. As I consider how God is expanding 
us, the first thing that comes to mind is how 
God is connecting us to local collaborative 
partnerships. The Regional Food Bank of 
Oklahoma has become a very significant 
strategic partner helping us to meet the needs 
of our community. We continue to see residual 
impact from Praise Beyond the Walls as we 
continue to invest in the “whole person” in the 
Northeast quadrant of Oklahoma City and 
surrounding areas. We continue to partner with 
our sister churches in our community and we 
have even established a great partnership with 
Faith OKC’s “Feeding the 5000” outreach, 
including our upcoming Mission Trip to Ghana, 
West Africa!

In pondering all God is doing, it becomes not only 
our opportunity, but our obligation to respond in 
every way to fit into God’s great plan for BSBC!  
Please know you are essential to the furtherance of 
Kingdom building here in BSBC!

REFLECTION

As we close out 2018, let’s reflect on how good God 
is. Rest for the remaining of the month and reset as 
we commit to hit the ground running in 2019! Thank 
you for being part of the ministry of BSBC where we 
Live in the Love of God, Walk in the Will of God and 
Experience the Power of God!

Yours in Christ!

Pastor Payne
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What does it mean to do 
c o m m u n i t y s e r v i c e , t o 
volunteer?
Brenna: "To help people and since it’s needed 
why not help?"

Maggie: "Giving people help when they need it or 
even when they don’t."

Did you enjoy cleaning 
up the park?
Brenna: "Yes because I got to hold the 
bag and people want to play somewhere 
clean. It makes me feel good to help 
people."

COMMUNITY
SERVICE
On Saturday October 27th Bethlehem Star 
members went to Edwards Park in Oklahoma 
City to clean the grounds. This is one of the 
major parks located in the heart of Eastside 
Oklahoma City. We had a good turnout from 
BSBC for this community service event. As a 
result, this service project made a difference in 
our community. The park needed to be cleaned 
as it is used quite often for all year round sports 
as well as family and community gatherings.

We received lots of gratitude as we walked 
through the park picking up trash. Even if we 
hadn't received a thank you, I know the service 
we provided helped our community park look 
inviting.

The community is very important as it is part of 
our lives and we are excited to be able to give 
back in any capacity.

How can we do more to help 
others?
Brenna: "More volunteer things at different places 
like giving food and clothes."
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Oklahoma is a state with rich rivalries. When 
someone asks you “what day is Bedlam?” it is 
understood they are talking about the Big 12 game 
between the OU Sooners and the OSU Cowboys.

Recently I had the opportunity to interview Pastor 
Emeritus James C. Coats about why he is a 
Cowboys fan. To my surprise, the story started way 
back in 1974. In 1974, Pastor Coats (then in the Air 
Force) came to the Oklahoma from California’s 
Mather Air Force Base. He was newly assigned to 
Tinker AFB and really didn’t have any awareness of 
the difference between the two schools. However, 
that soon changed all because of a secretary in his 
unit.

This secretary was an avid Sooner fan. Everything around 
her screamed “Boomer, Sooner”. When the Sooners won a 
game, she came to work dressed in “red”. When the Sooners 
lost a game, she came to work dressed in “black”.  After a 
while it became quite irritating.  So when asked about his 
affiliation, Pastor Coats said he was a Cowboys fan.  Maybe 
it was just to needle her a bit, because quite simply, Pastor 
Coats couldn’t tell you who was on the team or what their 
stats were.

Throughout the years, Pastor Coats found more time to follow the team he claimed as his own.  He never 
became an alumni, nor had he even attended any games. All people around him knew is that he supported 
OSU over OU.

After hearing that Pastor Coats had never attended an OSU game in person, the Brotherhood provided the 
missing piece to the Pastor Coats – OSU relationship. During our August celebration of Pastor Coats, the 
Brotherhood presented him with a one-of-a-kind gift. Pastor Coats received tickets an OSU game that 
would allow him to finally see “his” team in person.  Accompanied by Deacon Campbell, Pastor Coats soon 
found himself in a sea of orange and black in the Boone Pickens Stadium.  

Although Pastor Coats is one of the humblest men you could ever meet, he still states “there is nothing as 
peaceful as being by the ‘Still Waters’ (Stillwater) of Oklahoma. Pastor Emeritus James C. Coats is a 
Cowboys fan for life!

There is Nothing as Peaceful as Being by the ‘Still Waters’ (Stillwater) of Oklahoma...

A Cowboy Fan

Way Back

GOING

TO THE GAME
Rich Rivalries
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THINK ON THESE THINGS
Wonderful Time
It’s the most wonderful time of the year!  With kids 
hoping for or bragging about what they are 
getting and everyone telling you “BE OF GOOD 
CHEER”. Tis definitely the season of get – 
togethers with friends and family in celebration of 
Christmas!

This can also bring sadness, depression and 
stress. Thoughts of spending the holidays without 
the ones we love, the stress of trying to buy the 
perfect gift or even being alone can be an awful 
time for many.

Loved Ones 
Although we love to celebrate this time of year 
with those we love, not having them around can 
cause sadness. Many times we don’t even realize 
we are sad until someone points it out to us.  
Casual conversations or even social media 
postings about how “great” it will be to see the 
family together can trigger sadness in others who 
are not able to be with their loved one. Sadness 
unchecked can lead to more serious issues. 

Seasonal Depression 
Have you ever notice someone looking sad or in 
a bad mood during this time of the year?  The 
days are shorter, colder – dark when you go to 
work and dark when you return home. This can 
cause Seasonal Depression and impact an 
individual’s ability to function in multiple areas 
including work, household responsibilities, and 
social life.

Pressure to Buy 
The Christmas holiday can come with a lot of 
pressure. With the constant bombardment of 
commercials about the latest gadgets or perfect 
toy, we are often inundated with the children’s 
lists of must haves. We may also feel if we don’t 
buy expensive gifts or many gifts, others will feel 
we don’t love or value them.

Maybe you can’t figure out what to get your 
significant other. Sometimes it’s the lack of 
money, so you max out credit cards or get loans 
to make ends meet. Then when all is said and 
done, you find yourself stressed over the weight 
of being in debt.

What You Can Do
◆ Check on those who you know are 
spending time alone during the holidays. Spend 
some time with them or encourage them to join 
you and your family.
◆ Don’t feed into the commercialization this 
time of the year brings. The best gift that you 
can give is your time and love. They may not 
remember what you bought them five years 
from now, but they will remember the memori 
shared.
◆ Get help for yourself and/or assist others 
in getting help. It is okay to talk to someone to 
help you cope with what you may be feeling. 
The BSBC Resource and Referral Ministry can 
assist you with contacting local resources. Visit 
the Star Communications Center for additional 
information.
◆ Let’s spend time together and truly make 
this The Most Wonderful Time of the Year!

8 F i n a l l y , b r e t h r e n , 
whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are 
honest, whatsoever, things 
are just, whatsoever, things 
are pure, whatsoever things 
are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of good report; if 
there be any virtue, and if 
there be any praise, think on 
these things. Philippians 4:8 

Online diagnosis is not a 
replacement for spiritual or 

professional help
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Veteran’s Day was established on June 4, 
1926 by President Calvin Coolidge to 
recognize all Americans who have served in 
the Armed Forces. It has been over 92 years 
since that proclamation was signed by 
former President Dwight D. Eisenhower, and 
the sentiment still resonates in 2018 at 
BSBC.

Roughly 15% of BSBC members have 
served in the Armed Forces and we take 
great pride in honoring our veterans 
annually. On November 11, 2018, we held 
an afternoon service to highlight the 
outstanding men and women who have 
answered the nations’ call to serve our 
country. We thanked the men and women 
who serve in the Honor Guard, which is a 
congressional ly mandated program 
designed to honor our national flag, country 
and fallen service members. We also 
recognized both the Southwest High School 
ROTC program and Tinker AFB Honor 
Guard for their dedication. Our guest 
speaker was the previous 72d Air Base 
Wing, Tinker Air Force Base commander, 
Stephanie Wilson, Colonel, United States 
Air Force retired. She gave an inspiring 
speech on the importance of our armed 
forces and the presence of God in their 
daily walk for our nation.

We also recognized the James C. Coats 
Veterans Award winner. This person is 
selected by a board of retired Air Force Chief 
Master Sergeants who review the recipients’ 
contributions to the community and church. 
This years’ winner is Deaconess Denice 
Bland, an 8-year Air Force veteran.

VETERAN'S DAY 

The event closed with the recognition of 
Pastor Emeritus James C. Coats and the 
presentation of a personalized shadow box 
highlighting his military career along with a 
U.S. flag flown by the military over the skies 
of Afghanistan in 2011.

CELEBRATION



 

page 7

Double click to edit 

2018 ANNUAL THANKSGIVING 
& CHRISTMAS FOOD DRIVE

“Feed the hungry, and help those in trouble. Then your 
light will shine out from the darkness, and the darkness 
around you will be as bright as noon. The Lord will guide 
you continually, giving you water when you are dry and 
restoring your strength. You will be like a well-watered 
garden, like an ever-flowing spring." Isaiah 58:10-11 (NLT)

Our annual Thanksgiving and Christmas food drive is under 
way! Bethlehem Star has already blessed 82 families with 
groceries for the Thanksgiving holiday. There were numerous 
BSBC members who participated in this great event. We 
were also fortunate to have volunteers from the community to 
help us as well. During this time, families received food and 
the Word of God was shared including a powerful prayer for 
each and every person who entered the building.

If you know someone that may be in 
need this holiday season, please 
provide those names to Keith Dixon or 
a Deacon or Deaconess. We are 
blessed to be a blessing!

You have an opportunity to still donate to the food drive. We are 
collecting for our Christmas food drive and need the following items 
by December 16, 2018: 

✓ green beans and corn
✓ black-eyed peas (can) and green peas
✓ vegetable oil and grape jelly
✓ jiffy cornbread and pork & beans
✓ cake and icing
✓ tuna and rice
✓ pinto beans (bag) and macaroni & cheese
✓ sugar and cornmeal
✓ flour and syrup
✓ cranberry sauce and chicken broth
✓ cornflakes and oatmeal
✓ mustard and salad dressing

You may also contribute to the benevolent offering. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS
DECEMBER 2018

(1) Christmas Door Decorating, 9:30am
(Grace Living Center)

(5) Community Service, 6pm
(Regional Food Bank Of Oklahoma)

(7) Brittany Black School of Music Recital, 5:30pm
(14) Christmas Banquet, 7pm

(Bryant Event Center)
(16) Christmas Program, 9:30am
(18) Christmas Food Basket Giveaway, 6pm
(21) Wonderland Worship Christmas Concert, 7pm

(Avery Chapel AME Church)
(25) MERRY CHRISTMAS!
(31) Watch Meeting, TBA

JANUARY 2019
(22) WMU/God's Jewels, 6:30pm/7:15pm

Special Interest Group/Brotherhood Meeting, 7pm

FEBRUARY 2019
(5) Annual Business Review, 6:30pm

(10) Annual Men & Women Day Service, 3:30pm
(17) Black History Program, 9:30pm
(23) Pastor Payne's Anniversary Banquet, 6pm
(26) WMU/God's Jewels, 6:30pm/7:15pm

Special Interest Group/Brotherhood
Meeting, 7pm

Please	consult	the	Sunday	bulle1n,	church	website	
and	BSBC	Communica1ons	Center	for	updates.	

@PastorRPayne  

Bethlehem Star 
Baptist Church  

pastorrodneypayne  

Pastor Rodney Payne  

@pastorrodneypayne

Bethlehem Star Baptist 
Church
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1) Which prophet was fed by ravens in the 
wilderness?

2) What is the 3rd commandment?

3) How old was Sarah when she died?

4) What was going up and down on the ladder in 
Jacob's dream ?

5) What were the names of Jacob's sons?

6) How old was Abraham when he died?

7) What did Esau sell for some red stew?

8) What was Rachel's father's name?

9) How old was Isaac when he died?

10) How did Laban deceive Jacob?

BIBLE TRIVIA

ANSWER	ALL	10	BIBLE	TRIVIA	QUESTIONS	CORRECTLY	TO	
RECEIVE	YOUR	PRIZE	@	THE	STAR	COMMS	TABLE

BSBC

Year in Review
$12.00

See Sister Katrecia Hardy to pick up your copy 

TODAY!


