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The Intentional Church!

Greetings!

We are off and running into 2023!  The wonderful Holiday Season has come and gone; the busyness of life is in full effect; we

are now back to the rigorous routines of life.  Yes, we are back to the daily grind, but this year will be different; at least, that’s 

our hope.  Unfortunately, many of us have made this confession far too many times with this same desire.  But I believe this 

year will be different.  How?  You ask.  This year will be different because 2023 is our Year of Intentionality at BSBC!

We have a specific strategy to underwrite our intentionality.  We will fortify our strategy through specific preaching and 

teaching in Intentional Christianity, Intentional Courage, Intentional Cultivation, and Intentional Currency!   These four areas will 

lead us from “in-tension” to “intention.”

I am encouraging every member of BSBC to join me on this intentional journey!  The first step is to ensure you participate inour 

90 Days of Believing God Devotional & Journal experience.  Getting in on this great opportunity to increase your faith is still 

possible.  Start today and add a past day as your schedule permits you to catch up on your devotional.  This is a part of our

Intentional Christianity commitment.  

Our year will be power packed with opportunities to serve and grow.  Our growth is about more than just the ministry of BSBC.

Our growth is about you and your family.  We want everyone to experience exponential spiritual growth.  Let me say it another

way.  My desire is for you and your family to be blessed beyond measure!  As you grow, our ministry grows.  As our ministry 

grows, our community impact grows.

I am asking everyone connected to BSBC to be intentional in their service to God and the ministry of BSBC.  Find your place of 

service and commit to serving as unto the Lord.  We need you!  Our ministry needs you!  Our community needs you!  Even 

though we need you, there are other benefits of serving.  The biggest benefit of serving is the blessing found in serving.  When

you commit yourself through service to the Lord, the Lord blesses you!  

Help us to carry out our vision and live out our mission!  We Live in the Love of God; we Walk in the Will of God; we Experience

the Power of God.  We equip the body of Christ through Evangelism, Discipleship, and Christian Service, meeting the needs of 

the whole person!

Let’s be intentional in every area of life!  Let’s commit our way unto the Lord!  Let’s be intentional in our assignment of making a 

global impact for the kingdom of God!

Happy New Year!

Yours in Christ,

Rodney R. Payne, Senior Pastor

Bethlehem Star Baptist Church
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Ninety Days of Believing God is intended to 
equip individuals to experience the power of 
God through their faith.  This experience is 
rooted in a practical understanding of how to 
believe God.  The reader will be taken on a 
three-trimester journey, gaining practical 
insight along the way to give foundation to his 
or her faith.

The 90 Days of Believing God Devotional & 
Journal is the follow-up resource to the original 
book.  Each day the reader will be taken through 
a five-phase intentional faith-building process:  
Believing God Scripture, Believing God Focus, 
Believing God Devotional, Believing God 
Thoughts, and Believing God Challenge.

How are you doing with your daily devotional commitment?  It’s not too late to start!  This is a 
great opportunity to start the new year off right.  Pastor Payne’s book and companion devotional 
are the perfect tools you need to put the past in the past and build your faith for the future God 
has said you can have.  

Books are available at church between services.  For more information, contact the church at 
(405) 424-2410 or email Support@bsbcokc.org.  
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Deacon Motto: 

We are only servants; We have only done 
our duty. 

Luke 17:10

A Little Bit of Information about Your Deacons

I was told I have a Deacon, what does that mean?

At BSBC, each member is assigned a Deacon. The Deacons’ “Call List” helps 
Deacons to establish a spiritual relationship with each member. So as spiritual 
needs arise, there is a connection to help each member.

Ideally, if a member is in need of prayer or support during an illness, 
hospitalization (of member or family member), family death, loss of job, or in 
need of any type of support, your Deacon is there to help.  It is our goal to 
establish a relationship with the members that would encourage transparency 
with their Deacon to help with the situation.

The members do not select Deacons, they are assigned. However, if there is ever 
a challenge with a Deacon, it is encouraged to bring that concern to the Deacon 
Chairman or to the Pastor.

Deacon Arthur Campbell, Chairman
Deacon Charles Jackson, Vice Chairman

BSBC Deacons
Henry Al Adams

Sam Brown
Arthur Campbell
Michael Glover

Dorsey Wardsworth
Larry Coats

Charles Jackson
George Bland
John Black

Joseph Smith
Vonel Knight

Ransom Miller Jr
Clay Harkey

Lonnell Marzett

Greetings BSBC – I am Deacon Henry A. Adams (better known as Al Adams) and my lovely 
wife is Deaconess Sally Smith.  Yes, our last names are different; nevertheless, we have 
been very happily married for 37 years.  
I’m from Louisiana, the seafood capital of world; Sally is from Mississippi, the state of 
hospitality.  When it comes to the combination of food and hospitality, we are second to 
none.  When it comes to family, God has blessed us with 3 children, LeChanda, Tarrion 
(Candice), and Trevel (Danielle), 8 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren.  
Sally and I met while serving in the U. S. Air Force. The U. S. Air Force sent us to OKC in 
1989; BSBC and church family have played an active role keeping us in OKC. We joined 
BSBC in 1993 under Pastor Emeritus Coats.  God saved me and placed me here for a 
purpose, to serve according to His will.
While serving, Pastor Payne and Chairman Glover saw something in me, my wife, and our 
family.  Whatever they saw indicated I may have had the tools necessary to become a 
deacon.  I knew it was not just about me, the individual; but, about my family, BSBC, and 
me (the whole person).  I was ordained as a Deacon on March 28, 2010, along with my 
career friend, Deacon Sam Brown, Jr.  On that day, I told BSBC that all fellow BSBC 
deacons had tools I had not been blessed with; but by accepting me as I was, I would 
strive to become the deacon God would have me become. Today, I am still striving to 
become that deacon.  There is no place I’d rather serve than BSBC.  
We Pray God continually BLESS BSBC!!!!

My name is Vonel Knight. I was born in Tom, Ok and raised throughout the great 
state of Oklahoma.  In 2000, I met and married the love of my life, the late 
Deaconess Joyce Knight. I was ordained as Deacon in 2005.  I enjoy reading the 
Bible, helping others, working, watching Western Movies, and fishing.  For over 
70 years, I have worked various jobs from Farming to Cooking to Medical Surgical 
Assistant to Lawn Care.  Helping others gives me great joy because it reminds me 
how God helps me.  Being a Deacon means being a helper for the Lord in His 
church and in the community.  It doesn’t matter what I do to help, what matters 
most is that I help who the Lord guides me to help.  As long as God gives me 
strength and the ability to serve Him by helping others, I will.  One of my favorite 
scriptures is John 9:4, “I must work the works of Him that sent me, while it is 
day; the night cometh, when no man can work.
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DRAWING CLOSE TO GOD

JAMES 4:1-10

A SPIRITUAL CLINIC

A.) OBJECTIVE IN STUDYING THIS CHAPTER:

❖ To gain insight into the source of wars and fighting, even among brethren

B.) SOME KEY SCRIPTURES:

❖ PSALMS 133:1

❖ 1 JOHN 2:16

❖ MARK 7:20-23

C.) INTRODUCTION:

Chapter 4 begins with a challenge to behavior that James saw as proof of demonic wisdom, fights and quarrels 

among them. His questions take on the firmness and commitment of a person who understands that unchallenged 

evil will not go away. James wants his brothers and sisters to resist not only the practices of evil wisdom, but also 

the source from which this wisdom springs. His plan requires a declaration of allegiance to God and open rebellion 

from the devil’s ranks.

We need to feel the impact of these same truths as James describes situations that are only too true in churches 

today. The fights and quarrels that James observed still characterize the life of the body of Christ and seriously 

hamper the effective communication of the gospel. Outsiders who look to the church as a place of solace and 

salvation often find it is full of strife and danger. We desperately need God’s wisdom in our churches.

D.) CHURCH WARS (ANY OF THESE SOUND FAMILIAR TO YOU)

WEAPONS AND STRATEGIES USED IN CHURCH FIGHTS AND QUARRELS:

❖ Missiles—attacking church members from long range.

❖ Guerrilla tactics—Ambushing the unsuspecting.

❖ Snipers---Well-aimed criticisms.

❖ Terrorism---No one is immune from being hurt.

❖ Mines---Ensuring that others will fail in their efforts to serve God.

❖ Espionage---Using friendships to get potentially damaging information about others.

❖ Propaganda---Using gossip to spread damaging information about others.

❖ Cold War---Freezing out an opponent by withdrawing or refusing to talk to him or her.

❖ Nuclear Attack---Being willing to sacrifice the church if the goals of my group are not met

James tells us the exact location of the manufacturing plants for all these weapons. The trouble is in      

ourselves.

E.) THE SPIRITUAL CLINIC BEGINS:

James 4:1--We cannot brush aside James’s question. He doesn’t waste time saying that these conflicts should not 

occur. When they do happen, are we wise enough to understand why? Do we know their source? Fortunately, most 

of us have experience the conflicts that James describes as temporary struggles in local churches. When handled 

correctly, with Godly wisdom, they can lead to growth. Sadly, however, some churches become permanent 

battlegrounds.



5

James 4:2 -- A frustrated desire is a bomb that must be defused. If not, when it explodes it will not obtain 

what it wanted and may destroy everything nearby. This is the result of an attitude that says, “If I can’t have 

what I want, no one else will have it either!”

James 4:3 -- Almost as bad as not asking is asking wrongly. If we misunderstand the correct use of prayer, we 

might not pray at all, or we might attempt to manipulate God. Later, James makes it clear that, when we pray, 

we must submit to God. Otherwise, we will not be answered.

James 4:4 -- The struggle of James’s original readers is not unique to their lives. The fact that God would 

express in the strongest terms possible the importance of faithfulness ought to unsettle us. Biblical standards 

of personal, marital, and spiritual behavior are under a constant attack of erosion. We are bombarded with 

the message to compromise.

James 4:5 -- James does not hesitate to call his readers to accountability before the whole of Scripture. What 

we say and teach must be rooted in God’s Word. When our applications are challenged, we must be able to 

demonstrate that they flow from the principles and truth in the Bible.

James 4:6 -- This is a quotation of Proverbs 3:34. James uses it to offer hope to those who desire friendship 

with God. We will need to rely on God’s grace to meet his standard. That grace is available. God demands 

loyalty and requires that his people resist the appeal of the evil world, but he gives grace that allows us to 

meet his demands.

James 4:7 -- We submit to God by recognizing both his friendship and his authority. We enter a relationship 

with God, not as equals, but as trusting servants. Friendship with God grows out of submission to him, not the 

other way around. Submission means that all we are (and have) is available to God without reservations.

James 4:8 -- James clarifies, expands, and applies his two commands to submit to God and to resist the devil. 

This and the following phrases emphasize action on our part in responding to what God had done. In order for 

some to act out their decision to come near to God, it is helpful to participate in some physical movement 

towards God. It may mean returning to church of their decision to draw near to God.

James 4:9 -- Submission to God brings people to a new awareness of their condition and shortcomings. As 

God draws near to us, we ought to sense our unworthiness. After all, we are being allowed to approach the 

holy, perfect God.

James 4:10 -- Humbling ourselves means recognizing that our worth comes from God alone. It is recognizing 

that our desperate need for his help and submitting to his will for our lives. Although we do not deserve God’s 

favor, he reaches out to us in love and gives us worth and dignity, despite our human shortcoming. 

IN CLOSING:

HOW TO ENJOY PEACE WITH GOD:

❖ Submit to God

❖ Resist the Devil

❖ Draw near to God

❖ Humble yourselves in the sight of God

If we obey these four instructions, then God will draw near to us, cleanse us, and forgive us!

As Solomon wrote in the Book of Proverbs:

When a man’s ways please the Lord, he makes even his enemies to be at peace with him Proverbs 16:7



6

Cherryse is the winner of Metro Family’s 2023 
Cover Kid Search in the 10-12 age category.  She is 
in fifth grade at Classen School of Advanced Studies.

Cherryse has been a world Champion 
martial artist since age 5 and a junior 
Olympian in high jump and triathlon.  She 
enjoys singing, coding, making bracelets, 
swimming, acting, playing basketball and 
going camping with Girl Scouts.  Cherryse 
volunteers at the food bank and the N.E. 
Community Center and has danced in OKC 
Ballet’s The Nutcracker for the past two 
years.

Cherryse is the 
daughter of Lauren, 
and their favorite place 
to visit in OKC is 
Scissortail Park.
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Sign up for Spring Classes NOW!

Bring your favorite Dish for the potluck (you never know there might be a prize for 
favorite dish of the reunion) 

Enter the Chili Cookoff for a GRAND PRIZE!!! There will be Games and other prizes 
given out We will have some entertainment and black history facts. 

So please sign up on the Church Center App or locate the sign-up sheet which will 
be in the main hallway on the Young Adult Ministry Information Table. 

You will be able to enter the chili cook off or to let us know which dish you will be 
bringing. Deadline to enter for contest and sign up for Potluck will be Sunday 
February 5th . 

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to Leametria Starks or Kemi 
Sogunro

Young Adult Ministry

Greetings from the Young Adult Ministry. We are excited about what 2023 has in store for us. We are now back in the full 

swing of things and would like to invite all Young Adults between the ages of 18-45 to come and engage in what we have to 
offer. We have recently started our “After Study” on Wednesday nights at 8PM immediately following the main Bible Study. If 
you’ve never attended one of our Bible Studies, you are missing out! We provide a safe space for young adults to come and 
learn the Bible in a way that is relatable to your everyday life. You get to ask all the hard questions and get an honest answer
delivered with love and not judgement.

We have some fun and exciting things planned for the year. Some things that you can look forward to will include:
• Black History Family Reunion Style Potluck and Chili Cook off 
• Sarah Jakes Roberts “Hope Revival Tour”, Tulsa, OK
• Young Adult Game Nights
• Queen Esther- Sight N Sound Theatre Branson, MO
• Young Adult Praise Experience
• Star Café
• Serving
So do me a favor, pull out your phone and if you’re not registered on the Church Center App, do so today! Once you are 
registered, go to your Group Section>Find Groups> Young Adult Ministry. This will keep you up to date on what we have going on 
in real time and you will never miss out on what’s happening. 
If you have any questions or suggestions, please reach out to Leametria Starks

Hope to see you!
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Remember…  
Don’t just read God’s Word, meditate on it!

Resource & Referral 

During the past quarter, the Resource and Referral 
Ministry has been experiencing a record number of 
service request and referrals.  The holidays typically 
present with various challenges for individuals who are 
already experiencing distress from the pandemic and 
other life issues.  The R&R Ministry’s goals include:

- Reduce longer wait time receiving assistance by 
providing timely information and involvement. 
- Provide community resource information and where 
needed make direct referral to appropriate sources. 
- Establish initiatives and programs to address individual 
issues such as health and wellness (physical and mental), 
substance abuse, family matters, smoking cessation and 
employment, and others, as needed. 
- Act as consultant on mental health issues and make 

referral as needed.

We are actively involved in providing a service to 
members and community individuals by helping them 
navigate through and manage some of life stressors.  One 
constant reminder to others is to not struggle alone.  
There are city and state resources available to assist in 
emergencies such as food, shelter, as well as counseling 
services.  During the quarter, Oklahoma advertised a new 
Suicide hotline, 988, which was highly useful in referral 
for individuals struggling with depression and feelings of 
hopelessness.  

Additionally, our own BSBC also has other ministries 
ready to assist when needed.  These can be found on the 
BSBC website. This includes the BSBC Recovery Bible 
Study to assist others break the chain of addiction.  It is 
facilitated by Bro Robert Burgett at 405-203-2366.  

To contact members of the R&R ministry, call 405-833-
7531. 

One Voice Ministries
Just as it is important to take care of yourself, it is equally 
important to nurture your marriage.  

At the leading of the Holy Spirit, Pastor Payne and his wife, 
Thelma, organized One Voice Ministries, Inc. and have devoted 
their lives to the purpose of impacting families and marriages for 
Christ. The Paynes give God all the glory and praise for calling, 
equipping, and using them for his glory and the edification of his 
children. The purpose of this ministry is to strengthen the family 
unit by preparing and equipping married couples and ministries 
with the tools necessary to experience the power of God in their 
everyday marriages and ministries, through sound teachings and 
resources based on the word of God as found in the Holy Bible.



BSBC family you can make your contributions
through our website www.bsbcokc.org by using
Tithely or PayPal. On our home page, can click on
a red box "Tithe" or the yellow box for PayPal in
the upper right corner. Once you click on the box,
simply follow the instructions to complete your
donation. Additionally, you can mail your
contributions to Bethlehem Star Baptist Church,
2501 NE 23rd Suite A-#18, OKC, OK 73111.

The Personal Capital Campaign (PCC) is a monetary gift
agreement between you and God that provides funds
directly at reducing our church physical debt (building
loan). Questions? ContactSupport@bsbcokc.org
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Upcoming Events

Bethlehem Star Baptist Church                @rodneyrpayne                         @rodneyrpayne                 Bethlehem Star Baptist Church         @rodneyrpayne

Star Bible Trivia#22  KJV used

Did you know there are companies ready to hire you whether you have experience or not?
https://www.jobs2careers.com/

Did you know the BSBC Prayer Call has been 
helping over 80 families every week? Join us 
and be part of those who truly believe that 
prayer works!  

BSBC Mission:  
Equipping the body of Christ through Evangelism, Discipleship and Christian Service, meeting the needs 
of the whole person.

1. How many sons did Haman have? 

2. How far from the shore were Peter and the other disciples 

that went fishing after Jesus’ resurrection?

3. What was Phinehas’ (Eli’s son) son’s name?

4. What were the names of the two men that resisted Moses?

5. What was the name of David’s first wife?

6. In what language was the superscription or title above 

Jesus’ head written?

7. What were the offered sacrifices, at the dedication of the 

rebuilt temple, by the exiles that returned to Israel? 

8. How long did Barnabas and Saul teach in Antioch?

9. Where was the ark of God taken from and taken to?

10. Who is antichrist?

February March April

11 – Couples Ministry
12 – Annual Men and 
Women’s Day

11 – Meals on 
Wheels
11- Couples 
Ministry

6-8 – Couples 
Ministry Retreat

18 – Black History 
Potluck/Chili cookoff
18 – Silver Star Breakfast

13 – Evangelism 
Spring Session 
starts

9 – Easter Services
9 – Easter Breakfast

19 – Black History Service
25 – Pastor and 1st Lady 
Anniversary Dinner
26 – Pastor and 1st Lady 
Anniversary Service

19 – Family Day
24/25 – Leadership 
Conference
28 – Sisters in 
Christ/SIG

15 – YAM Game 
Night
22 – Deaconess 
Conference
25 – Sisters in 
Christ/SIG

http://www.bsbcokc.org/
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The 2022 Veterans Day Ball celebrated our BSBC 
military veterans with a riveting message by Chief 
Master Sergeant Michelle Browning, ceremonial 
displays by the Tinker AFB Honor Guard, music by 
the BSBC Praise Team, food and fellowship.  This 
year’s recipient of the James C. Coats Veterans 
award was Bro Charles Lester (accepted by his 
mother, Gail).

BSBC will always honor our military veterans and 
the selfless service they provide to this great 
nation as well as our church.
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