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Refreshing through Reflection

Life can keep us so busy, or should | say, we make our lives busy. Either way, living this life can seem overwhetake@ Ju
minute to think about everything you are asking God to do in this season of your life. How long is your current prayewlist
long is your perpetual prayer list? No, seriously, take a moment to review what you have currently placed before tieHeord
Lord were to say yes to everything you are asking for, could you handle it? Do you have the energy, the gratitude,ityhéca
do everythingyou are asking God to do? What if you took just a moment to reflect on what God has already done? Woulc
perspective change? Would you still have the same requests before God?

Aswe are rapidly approachingmid-year 2023 | thought we might benefit from takinga momentto reflect individuallyand asa
localbodyof believers While we are constantlybeforethe Lord,| believeit is beneficialto take sometime andintentionallythink

aboutwhat the Lordhasdone for andthrough BethlehemStarin 2023 Aswe launchedout into our annualtheme, 2023 A Year
of Intentionality, we were enthusiasticand hopeful of what the Lordwould do through our ministry. Well, the Lorddefinitely has
not disappointed! Our ministriesare as active aswe haveever been We are successfullyeachingevery demographicin the

church! Our student ministries are gainingmomentum eachweek We are meeting the everincreasingdemand due our

students,by Godgraceof course Our SilverStarministry is effectivelymeetingthe needsof our belovedseniors SI.STERS In

Christ,D 2 RJ@wels,Brotherhood and Speciallnterest Group are all experiencinggrowth each month. Our Usher Ministry,

Gatekeepersandour StarCommsministry are faithfully servingand experiencinggrowth! Our Musicand FineArts Ministry has
been stellar! From the PraiseTeamwho faithfully servedthrough the Pandemicto the return of the Mass Choir, God has
certainlybeengood! Evenin this seasonGodhasblessedour leadershipat all levelsand we havenew emergingleadersaswell.

Honestly| couldcontinuerecognizingndividualgroupsandfill the page,sufficeit to say,Godis faithful!

As we continue moving forward in this uncharted territory for our ministry, it is very beneficial for us to take this tieflec¢b

As we look back, we should be encouraged and confident that God is for us! Looking back and reflecting on the challeng
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reflect on the Word of God, we find hope and refreshing in the promise that God will never leagefassake us (Deuteronom
31:6).

It is my honor to serve our ministry, and | am grateful to God for the favor He has bestowed upon us! So, be refreghetdls
not be weary in welldoing:for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not, (Galatians 6:8@pd is blessing us as we earnestl
seek to serve Him with intentionality.

Finallymay thisconcept of refreshing through reflectiaoveryou on your personal faith journey as well. Through all you ha
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Amen!

Blessings,

Rodney R. Payne, Pastor

2704 NE 24 Street, Oklahoma City, OK 73111 * (405) 424-2410 * support@bsbcokc.org



SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

ATTENTION EVERYONE!

I
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With all the Twistand Turnswe go through in life, A (a@stlike a gameof somesort. But | have somegreat

newsthat isnot justin, A (b€eaaroundfor awhile: JESUEHANGESHEGAME!

We pray the graceof Godis keepingyou and your loved oneswell during these everchangingtimes. Well, A (i Q
almosttime for our 2023VBSto kickoff and a greattime of fun in studyingthe word of Godwhile fellowshipping
and just enjoyingJesudike we do at BSBCThe ChristianEducationMinistry would like to invite all our members,
family, friends,and Communityto comeout andjoin useither in the churchsanctuaryclassroomsr on our easy
acceszoomrooms

Our 2023VB<classesand activitieswill take placeon Junel2-16 from 6:30-8:30 eachnight and dinner will be
provided to all studentsattending on Campus We will have one adult class,one young adult class,and age
appropriateclassedor our youth andkids

Thisyearwe are blessedo havea new VBS2023curriculumthat is called TWISTAND TURN Sourmain

theme versethat we will usethroughoutthe weekis Psalms25:4 & a | §o8r waysknown to me, Lord; teachme
your paths (CSB§ We will havefour nightsof instructionand a closingFridaynight programthat will be opento
allmembers friends,and Communitypartners

Ourfour nightsof instructionwill be basedaroundthe followinglessons
Lessorll: Jesuss Holy, Matthew 4:18-20

Lessor?: Jesuss Trustworthy,Matthew 14:22-32

LessorB: Jesuss forgiving,Luke22: 31-34, 54-62; John18:15-18, 21:1-19

Lessord: Jesuss worth following,Acts3:1; 4:24

So,mark your calendarsand keepyour earsand eyesopen for more announcementgegardingthe marketing
and promotion of VBS2023 Also, if you would like to help in VBSwe will have a volunteer list posted at the
Communicatiordeskwith all the opportunitiesyou can participatein. We thank Godfor all of you that took the
time to read through this specialannouncementand our prayeris that Godwill blessus through this entire VBS
2023experience




A Little Bit of Information about Your Deacons
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Deacon Motto:

We are only servants; We have only done
our duty.
Luke 17:10
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Helloto all, my nameis DeaconLonnellClietMarzett.
Everyonecallsme da / f &amiShavebeenattending
BSB@ll my life. | amthe youngestof 4 boys | grew
up in Choctaw Ok attending Our Lady of Fatima
private school | graduatedfrom Star SpencerHigh
School

| grew up in the churchservingin the choir, on the
usher board, Youth Department, RoyalAmbassador
andother etc. | graduatedfrom LangstonJniversity

| was calledto be a Deaconon July 25, 1997, by
PastorEmeritusCoats

| was married for 18 wonderful yearsto the late
RosilynMaxie Marzett. We hadtwo boysLaRonn&
LoGonn | haveworkedin the SocialServicesarea
all my life, as a Mental Health/ Substanceabuse/
Domestic Violence Counselor/Therapisis | have
enjoyed working in this population becauseit gives
me a chanceto witnessto them about our Lordand
SaviorJesughristwho diedfor all our sins

| enjoy spendingtime with my sons and being a
positiverole modelto them: Proverbs22-6 & ¢ Ndp A
a childin the way he shouldgo: and when he is old,
he will not departfrom it. | alsolove spendingtime
with my brothers family members and helping &
prayingfor others. Most of all, | enjoymakingothers
laughandbeingsillyfrom time to time.

My favorite Bibleverseis Psalm121:1-2 o will lift up
mine eyesunto the hills, From whence cometh my
help. My help comethfrom the LORDwhich made
heavenandearth. My favorite poemis KEERA-GOIN
| have learnedthat no matter what obstaclescome
my way | must call of JESUSind & Y SAGJire
(poemby Henry Gibson)

¢ K S Md@hing elseto saybut, Godis Good ALLOF
THETIME!

My nameis DeacorRansonMiller Jr.: Onarecordbreaking,cold day
on February17, 1936 | was born to Ransomand Lula Miller in
HughesArkansas Ourfamily movedto Gladewater,Texasandfrom
there to OklahomaCity,to the Westsideof OklahomaCity,whichwas
then calledWest Town | am a proud graduateof the New Douglass
HighSchooin 1955

| was in drafted into the United States Army in 1958 serving
honorably for 2 years,9 months and 25 days After leavingthe
military | fell in love and married Walta Ann Jenkins We had four
children¢ two precededusin death. Thepride of this unionare Lera
Nadineand RansomMiller 11l. Walta Annwasthe light of my life, and
our childrenare my pride andjoy. | lovedto hunt andfishwhen| was
up andableto go.

In 19601 started work at White Truckasa porter, then advancedto

parts chaser,steam cleaner,mechanicshelper, utility mechanicand
journeymanwhere | spent25 years Thenext 10 years| worked for

AmericanAirlines as a skycap Completingmy work experiencel

worked as an Adult Literacy teacher in the OklahomaCity Public
Schookystem retiring in 2005

yJ am a faithful and dedicated Deaconof Bethlehem Star Baptist
C

hurch | worked with the RoyalAmbassadorgYoungMen ages9 ¢
18). I initiated the Specialnterest Groupfor boys¢ whoseMOTTQs
aC! L[ISNOIANhht ¢ L.hlHo#ed ushering and was quite
proficient at it. | not only servedat BSBut alsoin the CityWide
Ushers and the EZCDAUshers | served as Sunday School
Superintendentfor many yearsand taught the Evangelisml01 class
for 25 years | was very instrumental in organizing the BSBC
BenevolentMinistry, servingmembersand the community by giving
Thanksgivingnd Christmasaskets | beganmy & 2tgial for5 S I O
underDr. JC West After ordination | wasappointedas Chairmanof
the5 S| O Rlifiisin@where | servedfor manyyearsunder Dr. James
C Coats | alsodevelopedthe & w | y Blilel, L LBISBCGScholarship
C dzy Rrés scholarshipsupports graduating seniors who enter a
higher level of education | received special recognition for my
military serviceduringthe BSBG/eteransDay Servicein 2017. The
BSBParkis namedin my honor. Somepeople call me Bee Jr. and
some call me HandsomeRansom Walta Ann pastin 2016 after 58
yearsof marriage | live at LandmarkNursingHomein Midwest City
Ok Youwill find methere sharingthe GoodNews,the Gospebf Jesus
Christ I lovevisitors

Oh! My favorite verseis Proverbs4:7 Wisdomis the principal thing;
therefore, get Wisdont and with all thy getting get understanding
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Christiarkeducatiofinisty

A TEACHABLE MOMENT BY THE MASTER TEACHER
(Mark 12:4244 NLT)
GOD PREFERS QUALITY OVER QUANTITY
(Luke 21:34 NLT)

KEY VERSES:
Jesus sat down near the collection box in the Temple and watched as the crowds dropped in their money. Many rich pe
put in large amounts. Then a poor widow came and dropped in two small coins.
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making contributions. For they gave a tiny part of their surplus, but she, poor as she is, has given everything sheetag td I§
(MARK 12:4344 NLT)

A.)QUESTION(S) OF THE DAY:
1.) Is itreally necessarip tithe?
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3.) Is tithing really overrated?
4.) Is it really that important?

B.) IWAS JUST THINKING

As | was reading this little bible story, | thought about how often our motives for giving really fall short becausseatfisiur
nature. Everything we have from money, time, material things, food, clothing and certainly our health comes from a loving
unselfish God. So, with that said we must be better stewards with all the blessings God bestows iyalacts.3:8 KJsks a
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God wants us to be giving, but it is important that our hearts are right. Jesus praised the widow in the story bdtteugg
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hearts and our lives. When we give our money, our time or our talents, we are worshipping Him with those things that are
valuable to us. We need to give our all to Jesus!
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First, God sees everything and knows the motive of our hearts.

D2RQ& S@lIfdzr GA2Yy 2F 2dzNJ 3AQPAy3I A& RAFFSNBYyd GKFy Yl
God commands giving in faith.

Jesus was aware that some gave because they had a lot to give.

He was also aware of the circumstances of this unnamed woman who gave.
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1. God cares about givinalachi 3:10 KJV)

2 God cares about how we give.

3. God cares how much we give. Giving is about priority: The Kingdom of God or my own comfort
4 Giving is an indicator of spiritual health and maturity




E.)BREAKING NEWS, THIS JUST IN!
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F.)THE IMPORTANCE OF TITHING

T

G.) AT THE END OF THE DAY:
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Genesis 14:120

Genesis 28: 202

Leviticus 27:364

Numbers 18:21,26

Malachi 3:10

Luke 11:42

1 Corinthians 16:2

Luke 6:38

Luke 18:12

Deuteronomy 14:229

Throughout scripture, we are encouraged to give the first part of our resources to God as an expression of honor an
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Tithing is one way to worship God, to honor Him as your provider and remind yourself that all your resources belong
and are provided through His grace. As you give away that first 10% of your income, you set your course to honor G
the way you handle the rest of your finances.

The tithe is 10% of our gross income which we should always give back to God; however, we should also consider ¢
God the first fruits of other resources as well, such as your time (giving him the first part of your day in a quiet time g
taking one day in seven to focus on worship and rest) and energies (investing your gifts and abilities in your church
community).

L2dzNJ Y2(0A@Sa F2NJ AAGAYI FNB AYLRNIFYyd G2 D2R® a9 @SN
grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. AndisGainle tomake all grace abound toward you; that ye,
Ffglead KIFI@Ay3a it adzFFAOASyO& AlyCorinthiains %7&)AGE With thevekpectation
that God will faithfully supply whatever you need so that you can abound in good works!

The practice of tithing provides a regular reminder of your dependence on God. In good times, tithing helps you rem
that God is the source of all blessing, and it allows you to demonstrate your gratitude for His care. In hard times, tith
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As Christians, we are challenged to set our hearts on what truly matters, not on the frivolous things of the heart. (Se
Colossians 3P KIVIWS a dzd OKI £ f SYaISR | Aad RAAOALX Saz a[le& y2i dz
doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in Heaven, where neith
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: for where your treasure is, there will y
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Giving a tithe and giving beyond the tithe are ways that you can honor God and reach out to meet the needs of othe
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Lord of hosts, if | will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room
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Resurrection Day
2023

Last seven sayings
of
Jesus on the Cross

Rev Fugett In Matthew and Mark, Rev Dixon
Luke 23:34 Jesus cries out to God. John 19:2€27

In Luke he forgives his
killers, reassures the
penitent thief, and
commends his spirit to
the Father.

In John he speaks to
his mother, says he
Rev Shirley thirsts, and declares the
Matt 27:46 end of his earthly life.

Mark 15:34

Rev Davis
John 19:28

Rev Tillman
Luke 23:46

Thomas Brewer

John 19:30 Rev Cornish
Luke 23:43 6
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Tiny Tots and Youth Choir
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not dead!

Leametria Starks
presents stirring
thoughts as Mary,
the mother of
Jesus Crucified, buRisen

Keith Dixon prepares to
be crucified

Adult Praise
Team with
Myra
Beasleyand
Dr. James
Mable
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Roman Soldiers and two thievg




Cormrnunity Suooor:
 FREE DIAPERS AND WiPEs

Seasons of Change Incorporated
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SERVING
FAMILIES WITH

CHILDREN
UPTO 12 MONTHS

Blessed 2 Give 1Y

5 TR EXPECTANT

Diapers . Wipes .
Baby item, g PARENTS
ACROSS Oklahoma

® @

ALL SERVICES ARE FREE!
Contact us today!
(405) 497-6144
Office Hours:
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM o8 e
Monday - Friday oz s sl

wwwsea:

236 SE 59th Street, Oklahoma City OK 73129 e seriots o

weather, business closures or other unexpected events.

FREE DIAPERS AND WIPES
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The 2023 National Black Coalition of Federal Aviation
(NBCFAE) National Scholarship is NOW OPEN! Each year, in
support of NBCFAE's Mission and Goals, a number of
scholarships are awarded at the chapter, regional and national
level.

This year's national scholarship will award up to $20,000 to
deserving undergraduate college students around the country
in recognition of their academic achievements, leadership, and
community involvement.

2023 NBCFAE National Scholarship

https://nbcfae.clubexpress.com/content.aspx?page_id=331&club_id=303425&item_id=24815 8
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